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How can we establish safe areas, and can we improve the sense of safety of the residents with the 
help of crime prevention through environmental design? The SAFECITY 1.0 conference processed these 
matters from various aspects, such as architecture and urban planning, education and child protection, 
sociology and crime prevention. Let us provide you with a detailed report now! 

IImagine that you cross a square. Are you feeling safe, when the area is deserted, and it is bordered by high 
shrubs and trees? Or you rather prefer a place where many people are walking about, and the area is in 
general more open and transparent? The answer seems to be trivial, but it still isn’t, and this was proven 
among others by several tangible examples discussed during the conference. The conference focused on 
the topic of crime prevention through environmental design, which is unknown in general to the architects 
and urban planners.
What is crime prevention through environmental design? It is the repository of simple and creative tools 
and if we apply these tools in a conscious manner we can establish more liveable towns. For the Hungar-
ian experts this was the first detailed encounter with this method already successfully applied in many 
places of the globe. This is typically an area where representatives/experts of several sciences need to 
cooperate in order to succeed and this was nicely illustrated by the diverse professional background of the 
140 participants and presenters. On the first day of the international conference prestigious international 
and Hungarian experts presented to the Hungarian experts. On the second day three interactive and prac-
tice-oriented workshops offered the possibility for the participants to extend their knowledge. 
Mr. Zsolt Füleky, Deputy State Secretary for Urban Planning and Building,  Dr. József Hatala, President of 
the National Crime Prevention Council (NBT) and Dr. István Jenő Molnár, Deputy Head of Strategy Depart-
ment of the National Crime Prevention Council all emphasized the relevance of the topic and the impor-
tance of cooperation. 

CONFERENCE SUMMARY



FEATURED TOPICS
Within the topic of safe cities there are two featured aspects in the focus: on the one hand practical meth-
odology and international learning with respect to crime prevention through environmental design and on 
the other hand child-friendly cities. The two introductory presentations were aiming to establish the basis 
of these featured topics.

How can we create safe cities and urban areas? The prin-
ciples of crime prevention through environmental design 
(CPTED) are practically unknown to the Hungarian urban 
planning and architecture profession, but it is about a 
standard established at the beginning of the 1990s, which 
has been successfully applied in the Anglo-Saxon world 
and also in Europe with great success for the last 20 
years. Gregory Saville, Canadian criminologist and urban 
planner, founder of the International Crime Prevention 
Through Architectural Design Association (ICA)  
in his opening presentation presented the very successful  
SafeGrowth method, elaborated by Saville himself. This 
method provides a practical guide to the application of 
the CPTED principles. He used illustrative  examples to 
show how and how effectively can these tools be applied 
in the practice of urban planning. The most evident tool 
is public lighting, which significantly influences the sense 
of safety of the people, but results can be achieved by a 
lot less subtle “tactics”. For example by painting yellow 
stripes in front of ATMs, which encourage people to keep 
distance between each other while withdrawing cash 
from the teller machine. He emphasised that during the 
application of crime prevention through environmental 
design it is crucial to define individual solutions tailored 
to the given area and given community, by involving and 
activating the local residents, because according to his 
presentation: “Crime prevention through environmental 
design is not Aspirin, which cures the symptoms, but it is 
able to treat the actual root causes of the issue.”
 

“Close your eyes and think about a place, where you loved to play the most when you were a child!” was 
the first sentence of the second introductory presentation by Marguerite Hunter Blair, Managing Direc-
tor of  Play Scotland and then she asked those people to stand up, who remembered an outside location. 
Out of the 140-member audience nearly everyone stood up. According to Hunter Blair, this question has 
been asked from young people for several decades and the situation is dramatically changing.  In the last 
15 years children retorted to the indoor areas, “play” is taking place between the “safe” four walls and an 
entire generation has no idea whatsoever about playing outside and about the good spaces/areas which 
motivate people to play and to social interaction. (Meaning that by now an entire generation grew up with 
no experience about playing and spending time in public areas and in nature.) But this generation is going 
design and is actually already designing the cities of our future. Therefore the organisation led by Hunt-
er Blair is promoting the right of children to play, furthermore the organisation elaborated a successful 
program for the cities, towns and local governments which contains safe and child-oriented public space 
and urban planning strategies. The program which can be downloaded free of charge, contains a detailed 
practical guide to the cities, towns and to the designers as well. Furthermore Hunter Blair, Vice-Chair of 
the Scottish Play Council’s Strategic Group, which might seem surreal from a Hungarian viewpoint, also 
participates in the introduction of the Scottish National Play Strategy, which also indicates that it is worth 
paying attention to the international examples in this area. 

http://www.safegrowth.org/
https://www.playscotland.org/
http://www.playscotland.org/wp-content/uploads/assets/Toolkit.pdf


SESSION: CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN IN EUROPE AND IN HUNGARY

The second session of the conference presented  
the European and Hungarian situation related to crime  
prevention through environmental design. Paul van 
Soomeren, European Regional Director of the ICA and one 
of the elaborators of the official Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design Standard  (CEN standard 14382-2) 
talked about the experience gathered in the last decades 
and also introduced the European network. Endre Dallos, 
pioneer of the Hungarian crime prevention through envi-
ronmental design presented the followings: under what 
restrictions and supplementation can the international 
practice be applied in Hungary? He also described a new 
concept, which is called environment-sensitive preven-
tion and according to his view it maybe expresses better 
the essence of crime prevention through environmental 
design. Dallos founded the Association of Crime Prevention 
for Safe and Liveable Cities (BEVE). He was also collabora-
tor of the manual entitled ”„Safe city- Guide to the possibil-
ities of urban crime prevention” which was elaborated in 
2011 by the Ministry of Interior and VÁTI (Non-profit Llc. for 
Regional Development and Town Planning). 

SESSION: CHILD-FRIENDLY CITIES

A separate session was dedicated to the discussion on the design of areas used by children and young 
adults. Ankita Chachra urban planner, urbanist living in New York in her presentation, which was broad-
casted from video recording pointed out the space planning and design tools, which can ensure that our 
public areas are liveable and safe for all generations. Furthermore, besides the previously listed charac-
teristics they also provide an inspirational environment for the younger generation. Her presentation em-
phasised the fact, which was according to the participants the most important learning of the conference, 
that the establishment of safe cities is not primarily an engineering or law enforcement issue, the people 
using the streets and the community itself have to be in the centre of attention. The Hungarian practice 
related to the above approach was presented through examples by Mátyás Benedek, leader of the Child 
Friendly Cities Initiative, a UNICEF-led initiative and the UNICEF Alarm clock (Ébresztő-óra) children’s right 
education program, who as a political scientist and international relations expert deals with this area. Un-
til now 11 towns were awarded the Child-Friendly Town title, based on the strict criteria introduced in the 
frame of the presentation: in 2015 Óbuda, Cigánd and Hódmezővásárhely; in 2016 Alsómocsolád, Bordány 
and Hajdúnánás; in 2017 Budaörs, Orosháza and Zalaegerszeg; in 2018 Inner-City Budapest-Lipótváros 
and Zalaszentgrót.  Éva Beleznay, expert in education related to the built environment, author and imple-
mentor of several educational programs aimed at children, introduced through two own projects how can 
children-related aspects be involved in environmental design. In her presentation we heard a surprising 
answer to the question raised in the introductory part: when children were presented a series of pictures 
in order to find out more about their preference, children typically opted for those pictures, which depict-
ed less people, where there were no crowds, where only pedestrian traffic could be seen and a minimum 
green surface was present, even if it was a dried out bunch of grass. This also shows that it is not enough 
merely to think about the possibilities on professional basis and to read the related specialised literature.  
We have to dare to go out to the field and involve actively the users so that built environment can reflect 
the real needs and issues of the community using the given areas/towns. 

http://www.veilig-ontwerp-beheer.nl/publicaties/biztonsagos-varos
http://www.veilig-ontwerp-beheer.nl/publicaties/biztonsagos-varos


SESSION: CPTED AT THE UNIVERSITY

The fourth session of the conference focused on raising 
awareness about CPTED, higher education and expert 
training and the related possibilities offered by them.  
Ewa Klima geographer, Associate Professor at Lodz 
University of Technology at the College of Spatial Man-
agement presented a case study based in an apartment 
block. This topic is very relevant in the Central-European 
region. The research with the involvement of the uni-
versity gives an excellent example for crime prevention 
through environmental design approach spanning across 
several academic disciplines. János Gyergyák, Assistant 
Professor at the University of Pécs, Faculty of Engineer-

ing and Information Technology, Department of Architecture and Urban Design, member of the kultúrAk-
tív Association presented during his presentation a Törökbálint-based higher educational pilot project 
related to the SafeCity project, which was supported by not only the University of Pécs, but also other 
Budapest-based architect training institutions, among others by the Budapest University of Technology 
and Economics and Ybl Miklós Faculty of Architecture. Prof. Dr. Barabás Tünde, Chair of the Department of 
Criminology at the National University of Public Service offered an insight into criminologist training and 
research. 

CLOSURE: CPTED FROM THE ASPECT OF FUTURE

Bo Grönlund, architect and urban planner, Associate Prof. Emeritus at KADK, The Royal Danish Academy 
of Fine Arts, School of Architecture, in Copenhagen, Denmark, co-author of the Danish Standards in the 
field and the CEN Crime Prevention Standard on Urban Planning summarised the challenges of the al-
tered social conditions, such as New Age migration. The last presenter of the conference was Imre Bálint,  
who draw the participants’ attention to the featured role of children and education and the opportunities 
offered by the above. By the altered role of architecture and by increasing social responsibility-sharing the 
chance is growing that the formation of cities accommodating over half of the globe’s population will not 
take place merely based on architectural aspects.  

On the second day, following the presentations, workshops were in focus and in our next entry you can 
find detailed information about the organised workshops. 

 
SECOND DAY: WORKSHOPS

The second day of the event was opened by the keynote 
speech of dr. habil Róbert Kovács, Associate Professor at 
the Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church Faculty 
of Law, who was discussing the role of the local govern-
ments in the area of situational crime prevention. 

The presentation was followed by three parallel workshops: 



A) GREGORY SAVILLE: PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF THE SAFEGROWTH PLANNING SYSTEM – A SHORT 
WORKSHOP ON TACTICS 
The workshop enabled the participants to get themselves acquainted with the SafeGrowth planning sys-
tem, which allows the application of CPTED principles and strategies during the remodelling of a neigh-
bourhood or area. The momentum and style of the workshop captured the participants and with the help 
of small group activities and situations Saville highlighted the essence of the method, namely that during 
the planning phase people living in the area, functions and natural and local amenities cannot be ignored. 
The “Risk Assessment Matrix” developed by Saville and presented during the workshop is a method based 
on evidence, which is suitable for the collection of information, for defining the best possible strategy and 
for evaluating the success rate of the strategies. The main learning of the workshop was the following 
motto, stressed in every presentation of Saville: “Context is everything”!  (report by Lívia Fretyán)

B) ISTVÁN JENŐ MOLNÁR SECURITY: COMPULSORY OR RECOMMENDED? 

The workshop participants had the possibility to get ac-
quainted with three methodologies known and applied 
already internationally, which support at legislative level 
the practical application of the principles of crime preven-
tion through environmental design.  At the beginning of the 
workshop the Secured by design British methodology, the 
CPTED-expert system used in several states of the United 
States of America and the application possibility of the ISO 
standards were presented. This was followed by a round-ta-
ble discussion, during which all participants based on their 
own expert areas and experience formed their opinion about 
supporting the applicability of crime prevention through envi-
ronmental design at legislative level. 

The discussion made it obvious that in the jungle of the over-regulated Hungarian normative background 
clearly not the implementation of new cogent, namely compulsory norms will be the successful route.  
The principles of crime prevention through environmental design should be presumably made available to 
the target audience in the form of recommendations, by emphasizing their efficiency and focusing on their 
positive impacts and the goal is to achieve that customers, builders, designers and home owners equally 
are wanting to apply the method.
During the workshop the following possibility emerged: the spirit of crime prevention through environ-
mental design shall already be taken into consideration during the background work supporting the urban 
planning designs, thus the regulation plans of the newly built in areas may also contain such instructions, 
which are compatible with the CPTED philosophy, but at the same time they do not mean any new and 
direct obligations for the experts active within the field.
The workshop proved that living space and our built-up environment are everyone’s business and they 
can be interpreted in any context, as a recently implemented method introduced in penitentiary facilities 
grew into a separate topic related to informing people. This meant that walking routes and waiting areas 
of the inmates are indicated and supported by signs and lines painted on the floor. However upon imple-
mentation some inmates tried to ignore the signs, but once the consequent compliance with these rules 
was implemented, within a short period of time the number of disciplinary procedures reduced, which 
were related to the fact that it was not clear for the inmates where they could walk and wait. Maybe it 
could be also this easy to prevent the breach of rules related to smoking and other waiting.
(István Jenő Molnár)



www.safecity.hu

C) MATTER OF OPINION –WHOSE TASK IS CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN? 
(ANNA SZILÁGYI-NAGY)

What can a young person on a push scooter do for the 
maintenance of a park, how would a dog-enthusiast pen-
sioner redesign the playground, what kind of ideas does 
a chief architect with interest in education have or what 
are the recommendations of a policemen with significant 
experience in community media for making our streets 
safer? Participants of the workshop by reflecting on the 
roles fulfilled in their own lives, on their areas of interest 
and on the issues experienced in their own living envi-
ronment tried to find out what they can do for making the 
community and residential areas of a fictional city safer. 

One of the major learnings of the workshop was that everyone has something to do with crime prevention 
through environmental design. Our roles, identity, scope of authority and areas of interest are continu-
ously changing and shaped, and all this influences our image about the safety of our built environment 
and our crime prevention possibilities and ideas. It is not a problem, when even though being an expert we 
have no idea what we can do for the purposes of crime prevention through environmental design, because 
maybe the best ideas come to our mind, when as a parent we are thinking about the safety of our chil-
dren, or when during the construction of our house and garden we apply the criteria of crime prevention 
through environmental design.
(Anna Szilágyi-Nagy)

The conference was accomplished as part of the SAFECITY project. The SAFECITY project is the first 
comprehensive initiative in Hungary with a goal of promoting crime prevention tools supported by 
environmental design. Safecity – Safety. City. Community joint project of the National Crime Prevention 
Council, a kultúrAktív Association, and Lechner Knowledge Centre. 

http://www.safecity.hu
http://www.bunmegelozes.info/
https://kulturaktiv.hu/

